Appointment Head of School of West Island College 


The Board of Directors of West Island College Society of Alberta is very pleased to announce the 
appointment of Chantal Gionet to the position of Head of School and CEO of West Island College ("WIC") 
effective June 15, 2018. 

Chantal's appointment is the result of a thorough international search process that elicited significant 
interest from highly-qualified, experienced educators working as heads of school in leading private schools 
around the world. "We could not be more delighted with Chantal's appointment," commented Ward 
Mallabone, Board Chair of West Island College. "Chantal is a talented, energetic and passionate educator 
with outstanding credentials. The WIC Board of Directors is very confident that Chantal will provide strong 
capable leadership that will ensure that West Island College maintains its priority of providing academic 
excellence while offering innovative programming and a wide array of experiential learning opportunities 
for our students. These are exciting times for West Island College, and our future remains very bright." 

Chantal brings over 25 years of experience as a 
teacher and senior administrator in both the public 
and independent school systems. Most recently, 

Chantal served as Head of School at York House 
School in Vancouver and prior thereto, she served 
as Assistant Head of School, Academics at Pickering 
College in Newmarket, and Head of Senior School 
and Vice Principal of Academic Operations at 
Havergal College in Toronto. Chantal has an 
Honours Bachelor of Arts, a Bachelor of Education 
and a Master of Arts. She is bilingual and has been 
an active participant within both the Canadian 
Association of Independent Schools and the 
National Association of Independent Schools in the 
U.S. Chantal and her husband are excited to 
relocate to Calgary where they will be closer to 
family and be able to take advantage of the 
proximity to the mountains and various outdoor 
amenities. 

"I am thrilled to be your next Head of School and 
look forward to getting to know all of you. West 
Island College's Purpose, Promise and Commitments speaks to what I care deeply about in educating 
young people to become brave, confident and compassionate individuals who are engaged with the world 
around them and want to make a difference. I want to assure you that my priority will be to continue to 
provide an enriched, supportive and inclusive learning environment that challenges and inspires students 
to discover their strengths, talents and reach their full potential. I am impressed with the breadth and 
depth of academic programs, co-curricular offerings, as well as the innovative and real-world learning 
opportunities such as The Institutes, Outdoor Education, International Studies and the Bilingual Program. 

I look forward to working with all members of the West Island College community to build on the strong 
foundation that exists at WIC. I have also visited Calgary several times, and have always been struck by 
the hospitality and friendliness of the people. With your help, I look forward to learning more about this 
wonderful city and exploring the great outdoors through hiking, biking and skiing." 
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Chantal will succeed Carol Grant-Watt who has acted as Head of School at West Island College for the past 
nine years. "On behalf of our Board of Directors, I wish to extend our sincere thanks and appreciation to 
Carol for her outstanding, dedicated leadership, and wish her continuing success in her next role. West 
Island College has benefited greatly from Carol's commitment, wisdom and forward-thinking approach to 
private school education. Carol has built an outstanding team of innovative, master teachers which will 
stand as perhaps her greatest legacy." Chantal and Carol will be working closely together in the coming 
months to ensure a smooth and seamless transition as we prepare for the 2018/19 academic year. 

Chantal's appointment was the culmination of many months of work by a Search Committee appointed 
by the Board of Directors. The Search Committee benefitted greatly from the assistance and insights of 
Laverne Smith, President of Laverne Smith & Associates who was a great partner and advisor throughout 
the search process. Commented Ward Mallabone, "I would like to extend my appreciation to all members 
of our Search Committee for their dedication and thoughtful contributions. In particular on behalf of the 
Board I would like to thank our parent representatives Vivian Hill and Mona Hunter, as well as Mr. Scott 
Bennett WICs Head of Strategic Planning and Initiatives, each of whom provided invaluable insights as we 
worked through the search process." 
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